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we have a right to look for in systematised knowledge ;
neither between those beliefs in the sum-total at any
given day, nor even between those of one day and
another. Here the progress, though real, is not neces-
sarily dialectical. A fuller and better symbol need
have nothing in common with what it supplants.
The kingdom of Heaven is at once a net, a tree, a
pearl, a banquet. The Church's control of belief is
on all fours with her control of ritual and worship.
Of a variety of rites each may be equally significant;
or one more than the other, (q) So far as there is a
continuous development of the Christian spirit in the
Christian people there is a continuity and unity in
the varying symbolism of successive ages by which
that life is interpreted ; comparable to the continuity
of the accounts a man of thought would give of him-
self every decade of his life, i.e. not necessarily one
with the unity of consistence, (r) " Fundamental
Dogmas'' belong to theology, Le. to the scientific
theory of Christianity; not to Christianity as a life
lived by every Christian. As given by revelation they
lack that self-evidence and that unambiguous exacti-
tude which is requisite in the first principles of a
Science. We can deduce nothing from a riddle.
(s) " Fundamental beliefs1' (such as that of Christ's
divinity) there are, as a fact, just as there are un-
changing elements of ritual, binding the ages and
nations together, making a core round which variations
and additions cluster. If such beliefs were treated as
dogmas, i.e. as literal and not symbolic values, there
would be a serious inconvenience in their immutability.
(/) There is a growth of rational theology as there
is of any other rational discipline; a vital organic